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FROM THE COMMUNITY LAY DIRECTOR
Beloved, let us love one another, for
love is from God, and whoever loves
has been born of God and knows
God. Anyone who does not love does
not know God, because God is love.

Dear Houston North Emmaus Community,
Merry Christmas! And a very Happy Birthday Jesus! Isn’t this a terrific time
of the year? The cool weather, the Christmas lights and our first Advent
Sunday of the Christmas Season are gifts. The Christmas season always
seems to remind us of how blessed we are with family at a time that focuses
on Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace.

1 John 4: 7-8

As we wrap-up the 2017 Emmaus season there is much to be thankful for
including our new 4 Day who have personally experienced God’s love and grace even more personally, and the faithful 4th
day and clergy who served in so many different ways. As well, we give thanks for those faithful servants rolling off of the
board including Robin Collier, Peter Eckdahl, Bobby Hantleman, Randy Jones, Gary Laugharn, Leslie Townsend and Dan
Spencer. We also give thanks to those who have answered the call to serve our newly elected board members: Terry Amos,
Leroy Fronk, Wayne Parcel, Tammy Lahman Walterbach, Tom Wannamaker and Salana Yarger; and the appointed Bobby
Hantleman (Clergy Director), Lora Kay Gianardi (Music), Tami Hurt (Training and Documents) and Corey Worthen (Secretary
and Gatherings).
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We in the Emmaus ministry find the Emmaus Walk a loving, heartwarming, encouraging and fun way to help move folks
closer to Christ. In the past year we had a great Emmaus outreach. We stepped out in faith adding a Men’s Summer Walk
and adjusted Summer Walks to a Monday to Thursday program to reach out to more Clergy. We also found ourselves in a
1,000 year flood with Hurricane Harvey. The community through it all was faithful and prayed for God’s Will. And while we
didn’t see the harvest of those efforts we prayed for we have no doubt God has a plan for our community.
If you have ever worked a walk you have gotten a glimpse of how much work it takes, even though a labor of love is put into
each walk. I would like for us this year to focus on filling all walks and identifying 2 alternates to fill any last minute drops.
So that would be 36 pilgrims, and 2 alternates for a total of 38 folks per each of 5 walks for a total of 190 pilgrims. There
about 173 churches in HNEC that have Emmaus alumni. Sounds like a doable objective if we put our minds and prayers
toward it.
Our approach to asking folks to be pilgrims has been to ask only those we are led to invite by the Holy Spirit. We certainly
need to listen to our Lord. But we don’t always know how the Holy Spirit is working with our friends, family, and loved ones--the ones we ask to be pilgrims. I would like to suggest for 2018 that we try to make sure that each of our loved ones gets
a personal invitation to experience a Walk to Emmaus. Then let them and the Holy Spirit decide if this is the right time.

HOUSTON NORTH EMMAUS COMMUNITY, INC.
6046 FM 2920, Box 201, Spring, TX 77379

2018 is going to be a great year. In 2018 we will have the 100th Walk—Men’s Fall Walk-- since the formation of HNEC. This
is a special time to celebrate Emmaus and what it has meant to all of us. With your help 2018 could be an even more Special
year. To recap, the focus in 2018:
1. Boldly, extend personal invitations to loved ones , and fill the Walks
2. Pray regularly for the Emmaus ministry, leadership, and pilgrims
3. Participate and/or serve on an Emmaus Walk
DeColores my friend! Your Board looks forward to your being a part of HNEC in 2018. Merry Christmas!
Cindy van Rensburg and Thom Hudson, outgoing and incoming HNEC Community Lay Directors
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Community Lay Director Message
HNEC Forms on Website and Paypal
Walk and Gathering Schedule for 2018
Sponsorship Training: “Training the Trainer” Program
Training the Trainer, contd.
Walk Location – Kaiserhof Retreat Center
Agape Thanks You!
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Community Related Websites, and Announcing a
New Spanish Language Walk in the Houston Bay
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Team Selections; spring 2018
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Women’s Walk #97 – Picture and Names
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DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN FIND AND FILL OUT
All of the forms below on the website?
HNEC Pilgrim Application
HNEC Sponsor Form
HNEC – Sponsor Checklist
HNEC - Sponsor Request for Pilgrim Letters
HNEC - Information Sheet for Sponsors
HNEC Team Service Interest Form
HNEC Day Servant Application
Remember…..
We now offer the capability to pay for walk fees for Team Members, Pilgrims, and Day
Servants online via PayPal!
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2018 Walks and Gatherings – Mark your Calendars
The 2018 schedule for Walks and Gatherings has been set – mark your calendars! Host
churches are still needed for the Gatherings, so please consider serving the HNEC Pilgrim
community by hosting a Gathering in your church.

Kick-off Emmaus Gathering (1st of year) – February 24th
Men’s Spring Walk 94
Women’s Spring Walk 98

March 22nd – 25th
April 12th – 15th

Spring Gathering – April 28th
Women’s Summer Walk 99

July 26th – 29th

Summer Gathering – August 11th
Men’s Fall Walk 100
Women’s Fall Walk 101

September 20th – 23rd
September 27th – 30th

Fall Gathering – October 13th
Community Servanthood - There are still Community Servanthood opportunities for all
Walks. Please sign-up below to show God's love!
Community Servanthood Opportunities Signup
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HNEC SPONSORSHIP TRAINING
“TRAIN-THE-TRAINER” PROGRAM
Community Development is seeking a person nominated by each of the
HNEC 172 member churches who will receive formal Sponsorship Training by
Community Development, i.e., John Follis or Peter Eckdahl. These trained
individuals will in-turn train their church Walk alumni in Sponsorship
principles. Heretofore, HNEC Board members were the only authorized
trainers.
Train-The-Trainer events will be scheduled in the future, likely at Gatherings,
pre-Walk Team Training (Saturdays) or scheduled as demand grows. By
training more individuals at the church level, we can build interest in
Emmaus, increase the number of Walk Pilgrims, and bring more into a closer
relationship with Christ!
Background: HNEC Board policy authorizes board members and those
closely associated with the Board to provide sponsorship training. Materials
used consist of PPT training slides recognized as Upper Room “Best Practice,
” and Board-authorized “Sponsor Primer” cards for newly trained Walk
alumni; these cards summarize salient points of sponsorship.
Train-the-Trainer Program objectives:
• Sponsorship of new Pilgrims to deepen more individuals’
relationships with Christ is the first and most important principal of
Emmaus … job #1.
• Introduction and spread of sponsorship principals to continue the
growth and development of the Emmaus program.
• Increase the number of persons available to provide proper training,
to inject enthusiasm to the various local church communities and in
turn HNEC.
• Provide controls as needed to ensure quality of training and
uniformity of sponsor principals.
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TRAIN-THE-TRAINER PROGRAM - continued
Trainer Selection Criteria:
• Emmaus Walk alumni
• Responsible individuals, involved in Emmaus community affairs
• Nomination by the local church Emmaus Group as the Sponsorship
Trainer for that church; attend trainer program and receive training
materials.
Come join our group of "Trainers-in-Residence" ... your local church
Sponsorship Trainers so far include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bill Alger - Spring Woods UMC
Peter Eckdahl - Woodlands UMC
Robyn Fornet - Lake Houston Church of the Nazarene
Phil Henderson - Christ Church UMC
Jeff Mueller - Cypress UMC
Mary Szilagy-Ovaitt - Woodlands UMC
Salana Yarger - Good Shepherd UMC

Interested? Please contact Peter Eckdahl at 936-597-8799, or email
peckdahl@aol.com
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
All HNEC Emmaus Walks are held at the
beautiful Kaiserhof Retreat Center.
http://www.kaiserhofretreatcenter.com
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Agape thanks YOU!!
For those of you that made the standard agape pieces in 2017:
Did you know that you provided over 200 Cross Lanyards, over 200 Dove
Lanyards, over 200 Purple Book covers, over 200 Wooden Doves, over 400
earplugs, over 120 caterpillars, over 120 butterflies, over 120 Halo’s and
over 200 service sheet covers?
WOW, that is a lot of busy hands working for the Lord to provide for our
2017 Pilgrims!!
THANK YOU!! We appreciate each and every one of you!!
And guess what…we will need all of these again for 2018. If you are
interested in making any of these precious items, please contact Susan
Bilberry @ susan.bilberry23@gmail.com for details.
Thank you & DeColores!

Please label your bags, sacks, containers, etc. with the following:
• # of pieces,
• preferred time to distribute,
• intended recipients.
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Houston North Emmaus Board Meetings
Board meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month at The
Woodlands United Methodist Church from 7:00-9:00 pm. Fourth Day
members are welcome to attend as guests. If you have concerns that you
would like to address with the HNEC Board, you may contact Cindy Van
Rensburg, Community Lay Director at cvr2@comcast.net at least 48 hours
prior to the meeting, and you will be added to the meeting agenda

Pilgrim Applications

Community Related Sites

Please make sure you are using the
2017+ forms for pilgrim applications.

Houston West Emmaus Community
Houston Bay Area Emmaus Community
Cradle of Texas Emmaus Community
Houston West Chrysalis Community

Application forms should always be
submitted in a timely manner and
keeping the following in mind:

Cradle of Texas Chrysalis Community
Kairos Prison Ministry
Texas Epiphany Ministry

 The maximum number of
Pilgrims per walk is 36.
 Walk registrations can be
accepted up until the beginning
Walk date provided openings are
still available.
 Applications are considered
received in the order of their
postmark or email date.
 For questions about pilgrim
applications, status, etc., contact
registrar at: registrar@hnec.org
 For financial assistance on Walk
fees, please indicate this need on
the Sponsor’s form.

Se Habla Español?
The Houston Bay Area Emmaus Community
is planning a women’s Spanish language
walk October 4-7 of 2018, only the second
for the Houston area! For additional
information, or to help, please see the
following:

Go to the “Applications and
Documents” link on the web at
www.hnec.org.

http://hbaec.org/Walks.html
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Congratulations to HNEC’s newest church affiliates!
Walker County Cowboy Church in Huntsville, Reggie Smith, Pastor and Walk
96 alumni, and Garden Oaks Baptist Church in Houston (North Shepherd
Drive), Shirley Cato, Walk 97 alumni (Pastor Jim Daniel).
Community Lay Director, Cindy Van Rensberg mailed welcome packets,
including a flash drive with Emmaus Walk testimonials as part of the HNEC
Revitalization Program, plus Upper Room literature. HNEC membership now
totals 175 churches!
Looking for a way to participate on a Walk Weekend without serving on a team or even as a
day servant?? Consider volunteering for 1 of the 6 options which fall under the
"Community Servanthood” area! These are the "behind the scenes" activities that add
another special layer to the pilgrims' Walk experience . . . Remember yours?!

Snack Supper
Requirement: 6-8 people
Arrival time: 5:00 pm
Task: Provide light supper for team and arriving pilgrims and sponsors
Agape Dinner
Requirement: 6-12 people
Arrival time: 3:30 for decorations; 4:30 for food preparation, serving, and cleanup
Task: Provide special Agape Dinner for pilgrims and team. Fourth Day persons from multiple
churches can join together. If you want to serve, let us know and we will put you together
with others.
Candlelight Parking Attendants
Requirement: 4-6 people
Arrival time: 7:15 pm
Task: Direct traffic to designated parking areas.
Candlelight Luminary Team
Requirement: 6-8 people
Arrival time: 7:00 pm
Task: Set up luminaries for pilgrim arrival and take down after Candlelight is finished.
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Community Servanthood Continued
Candlelight Service Team
Requirement: 6-8 people
Arrival time: 6:30 pm
Tasks: Set up the Fourth Day service area in the Dining Hall; serve as ushers; hand out
candles and then collect them; assist in taking down chairs in the Dining Hall after the
Fourth Day service.
Moving Cleanup
Requirement: 4-5 people
Arrival time: 1:30 pm
Task: Move furniture from cabins to the conference room; move kitchen supplies from
the dining hall to the property room; move agape supplies from the inn to property room;
and to assist the servant team in the cleanup of Kaiserhof.
Rose Providers
Requirement: Individual or small group Task: Bring 4 dozen (48) roses to Kaiserhof to be
handed out to pilgrims, table leaders, and assistant table leaders in their rooms prior to
breakfast on Sunday morning.

To volunteer for any area of service or if you have any questions, contact HNEC Board
members:
Leslie Townsend – 281.381.549 / letown01@hotmail.com
or
Orpha Haag -713.202.6738 / orpha@entouch.net
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Team Selection – positions remain for spring 2018
Dear Fourth Day,
Team Selection again thanks you so much for your willingness to serve. We had five
mighty walks during 2017, but there are still positions available for the two spring
2018 walks. Please continue to be in prayer for the teams that God is calling and for
the pilgrims God is calling to these walks.
If you would like to serve on a team, please let us know if you have not already done
so. You may register your desire to serve on a team by going to the HNEC website,
and selecting “Team Service” under Fourth Day Community on the Left side. Read
through if you have any questions and then look for the “Team Service Interest” link
which will take you to the page to actually notify Team Selection of your interest.
Names that are submitted through the website or any Fourth Day activity are
brought to each Team Selection meeting to be considered for appropriate positions.
Please help us honor your offering of service if you presented your name this year
but did not get a call to work a walk. Please re-submit your name and give us a
note that you submitted your name but did not receive a call. We will try and give
you priority for next year.
Please also help us to spread the word among our clergy! Remind them how the
walk to Emmaus has deepened your faith and prompted you to serve in your local
church. Encourage them to talk to the congregation about the Walk to Emmaus
opportunity and, if appropriate, ask if they would be willing to serve as a clergy for
a day or for the weekend. Remember, Christ is counting on each of us!!

DeColores,
Greg Benge and Tammy Lahman Walterbach
serve@hnec.org
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Note from Communications If you have not received any emails from HNEC yet
this year (and haven't opted out of our email
system)
please
let
us
know
at
communications@hnec.org so we can check on the
problem. If you're not sure, we can send you a test
email to check and see if our system can reach your
email address.
You can find lots of information about handling
your HNEC email at www.hnec.org/email, including
changing your email options and changing your
contact information in the HNEC data base.

Is Your 4th Day
Reunion Group
Listing Up-to-Date?
HNEC strives to maintain a
comprehensive listing of Reunion
Groups on our web site (Reunion Groups is the first item listed in the Stay
Connected section of the menu). This information includes the day, time,
and place when/where the group meets as well as contact information.
We need your help to keep this information current! Recently a 4th day
moved into our area and attempted to contact some 4th day groups. There
was some discouragement when calling the contact phone numbers resulted
in “no longer in service” messages and emails were not returned.
If you are a member of an active 4th day group, please check our Reunion
Groups page for the accuracy of the information about your group. If your
group isn’t listed, please forward the information about your group as seen
on the page for other groups to communications@hnec.org and your group
will be immediately added to the page.
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Attendees, left-to-right:
Floor:
2nd
Row:
3rd
Row:
4th
Row:

Back
Row:

Jill Oliver, Debra Landry, Daina Alston, Cheryl Litherland, Nadia Binkley, Rhonda
Fronk
Janel O’Shea, Debbie Drost, Laura Olsen, Lois Decker, Heather Ramirez, Misty
Melancon, Lee Randolph, Debbie Dean, Andrea Statham, Sherrie Johnson,
Drewann Pearce, Janet Wylie, Joan Turner, Delores Comstock
Charleen Allen, Dede Sims, Melony Lease, Natalie Clark, Natasha Broadus, Kim
Sutton, Barbara Reifer-Riddick, Heather Gillette and Molly the Dog, Bobby Long,
Mary Alice White, Eileen Bennick, Debbie Hills, Michelle Cabasa, Mona Williams
Sandra Rodriguez, Patti Cooper, Patty Draut, Sherri Williamson, Karen Jones,
Janice Quinn, Jane Tesch, Shirley Cato, Wendi Bickett, Lauren Beckemeyer,
Carmen Perez, Kelly Bivens, Pamela Cato, Shana Raj Parker, Margaret Duschinski,
Patricia Cooksey, Sandi Willis, Carol Bodin
Brenda Reynolds-Decker, Nancy Bruce, Jeanne Mueller, Theresa Reed, Barbara
Hall, Kris Duke, Linda Falk, Stephanie Brassovan, Mary Szilagyi-Ovaitt, Karen
Forbes, Debbie Tisch
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Attendees, left-to-right:
Floor:

Paul Silva, Eric Ebbers, Mark Urban, Terry Bratton, Tom Hollis, Bobby
Hantelman, Ron Villarreal, Travis Dougherty, Marc De Cantillon

2nd Row: Arch Kennedy, Pete Collier, Walter Balderach, Matt Pearce, Steven Johnson,
Brian Banner, Craig Moore, Dick Manning, Hardie Davis, Joe Holecek, Stoney
Burke, Daniel Sherrill, Cam Cameron
3rd Row: Chris Blume, Kent Dougall, Jerry Phillips, Eric Castillo, Todd Gibson, Reggie
Smith, Stephen Bazudu, James Larkin, Oliver Riddick Jr., Pat Kern, Jim McRae,
Joseph Melancon, Richard Savell, D Roberts, Joe Hudman
4th Row: Doug Cherry, Larry Dean, Jonathan Turquette, Scotty Scott, Tom
Wanamaker, Geoff Gillette, Jeremy McKee, Bradley Brock, Chad
Beckemeyer, Cal Calvert, Terry Gage, Ben Binkley, Cody Lewis, Norm Quinn,
Arnie Baldwin, Timothy Moblo, John Godre, Ron Reilly, Adrian Aldono
Back Row: Jay Lovett, Tom Huber
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