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FROM THE COMMUNITY LAY DIRECTOR

WE HAVE BEEN BLESSED!
For God is not unrighteous to forget your
work and labour of love, which ye have
shewed toward his name, in that ye have
ministered to the saints, and do minister.
Hebrews 6: 10
Well the 2018 Emmaus Season is concluding. This Saturday we will have a great celebration of the 100th and
101st Emmaus Walks at the Gathering at the Woodlands UMC. Hope you can be there. When you think about
that, it is a lot of Emmaus Walks, pilgrims, team members, candlelights, closings, and Gatherings.
In Matthew 28: 19-20, the Lord tells us to, "...go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you."
That is what the Emmaus Ministry has been doing one walk at a time. That is what you, the Emmaus
Community, has been doing one walk at a time. Each walk is a spiritual investment in providing an opportunity
for pilgrims, team members and participants to take another step in their spiritual growth.
This year you supported 162 new Pilgrims into their 4th Day. Seeds sown will grow and develop. Testimonies
at Closings often are a reminder of how much struggling there can be in this life. They also provide us a glimpse
of how powerful the Holy Spirit can be in supporting our struggles and helping us to grow.

HOUSTON NORTH EMMAUS COMMUNITY, INC.
6046 FM 2920, Box 201, Spring, TX 77379

Have we been successful? Think about it.

We have had some souls who accepted Christ as their savior. Many came to realize just how much our Lord
loves us. Many have also turned the realization of this love into action by serving others. Virtually all who have
participated have grown in their faith. And oh by the way, we have been obedient to what our Lord has
commanded us.
A new year, 2019 is beginning to unfold. We should be encouraged and energized, as the new year comes, Our
Lord wants us to experience real joy by our improved relationship with Him. As 2018 winds down, maybe this
is a good time to prepare for the new year 2019. We already know when the walks will be – first walks begin
in March. Begin now asking those friends and family you love if you can answer any questions about Emmaus.
De Colores!
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BOARD ELECTIONS - THE CANDIDATES WILLING TO SERVE
Vote On-line or at the October 13 Gathering!
1) Please vote for 4 women and 4 men from the list below. The persons selected will serve a
3-year term from December 2018 through December 21. You can vote either on line or in
person at the Gathering, but please vote only once.
2) To vote on line, go to our online voting page, fill out, and submit the form. You will receive a
voting “receipt” showing the results of your selections. The DEADLINE FOR VOTING IS 12:01
AM, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2018.
3) To vote in person, bring your completed ballot to the HNEC Gathering on Saturday, October
13 at The Woodlands United Methodist Church. Ballots will be provided at the Gathering as
well and can be filled out and submitted there.

My name is Donna Drabec. I attended my Emmaus walk in April of
2010. It was Walk #55 at Kaiserhoff and I sat at the table of Ruth. I
was raised as a Christian and made my profession of Faith as a child.
However, after attending my Walk I felt as if my eyes had been
opened to a much more personal relationship with Christ. A closer
and more intimate knowledge of his everyday presence in my life.
I have loved serving on walks. I have served as assistant table leader,
table leader, Agape team and Head Agape servant.
I have been a member of Foundry UMC since 1998. De Colores!
My name is Diana Malin. I attended HNEC Walk #57 in 2010 at
Kaiserhof and sat at the Table of Esther. My Walk experience was very
impactful to me. While I have attended church most of my life, I never
“got” the message of God’s unconditional love until my Walk. The
expressions of agape love through the weekend demonstrated by the
Walk team and Fourth Day – and especially the candlelight experience
– helped bring that message home to me – by impressing what I knew
intellectually on my heart.
Since that experience, I am thankful I have been able to serve HNEC on teams to help
provide the Walk to Emmaus experience to other sisters in Christ. My prayer in serving
on walk teams is that we will provide a setting that will enable God to work uniquely in
each participant’s spiritual journey. I have served on many teams over the last eight years
in many different roles - both on Servant Teams and Conference Room teams. I have also
had the privilege of sponsoring pilgrims as well.
A few more personal details about me: My family has lived in The Woodlands since we
moved to Texas in 2000. I am a member of Christ Church United Methodist in The
Woodlands, and am active in choir, Sunday School and other ministries of the church. I
have been married to my wonderful husband Dave for 34 years. We raised two daughters
and have welcomed a son-in-law into the family. I work for a chemical distributor in an
Information Technology role.
If I am elected to the HNEC Board, I will do my best to bring my experience as a pilgrim,
team member and sponsor to the Board role to which I am appointed. I will also do my
best to seek God’s guidance and serve in a way that upholds the guidelines and principles
of the Walk to Emmaus program.
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My name is Laura McMeans and I am very excited to be a candidate
for your HNEC Board of Directors!
I have been married to a wonderful man for over 17 years and have
two beautiful teenage daughters. I have been serving on Emmaus
teams in the HNEC Community for about nine years, and served many
weekends in Ohio with the Findlay Area Emmaus and Chrysalis
communities there before moving to The Woodlands in 2008.
Emmaus is unique because it goes beyond individual churches and
denominations to bring Christ followers together to serve,
encourage, love, and grow. Through Emmaus I have had the opportunity to form
friendships and bonds with women I would have likely never met otherwise. And I
appreciate that no matter where I go, there is an Emmaus
community nearby where I know I will feel welcomed, just like the HNEC Community
welcomed me after moving far away from family and friends ten years ago.
Thank you very much for your consideration!
I am Jill Oliver. I grew up in the Champions area of Northwest
Houston and attended John Wesley UMC when it first began. When
Paul and I got married, we moved back to the area and raised our
two daughters here. The four of us are members at John Wesley
along with my parents, and Paul's parents are members of Tomball
UMC. Recently I joined the staff at John Wesley as their Treasurer
after serving in various lay leadership roles - Chair of Church Council,
Trustee, Chair of Finance Committee, and many other volunteer
roles.
God has been apparent at many moments in my life including my husband's and my
attendance at HNEC Walks 48 and 49 ten years ago and at each Walk that we have been
part of since then. I was blessed to serve as Head Agape along with the awesome team
of Walk 101 a few weeks ago. As we sang at Team Dedication, found a way to shuttle
pilgrims over water after the rain, and once again experienced the joy of Candlelight, it
renewed my spirit as it always does.
I would be honored to serve on the board and work with the community to serve God and
to continue to provide this special ministry.
My name is Corey Worthen. I attended Chrysalis Journey #3 in
January of 2003 in Fort Worth, Texas.
Through Emmaus, my family has become a lot closer and due to all
of the people we have met along the way, my Christian family has
grown also. I have been involved in Emmaus, Chrysalis, Kairos, and
Kairos Outside since I went on my walk 15 years ago and love to see
how this amazing ministry can affect so many people in so many
different ways. I love being a part of this Community and was
honored when I was asked to be a Lay Director in the Spring of 2017.
I have served on the Board for Houston West Chrysalis Community for four years and
stepped in to fill a one year position on the HNEC board for 2018. I have enjoyed being a
member of a board that is always looking for new ways to help our community grow and
would love the opportunity to continue being a part of this board. I look forward to
sharing God’s Grace and serving any way that I can. De Colores and Fly with Christ!
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I am Mike Allen and I attended HNEC Walk #56 and sat at the Table
of Matthew. My Walk has been the most significant spiritual
experience of my life. It changed how I deal with life and all the
complications as well as joy that comes with it.
I have worked several Walks since my Walk and love the entire
experience of the Walk to Emmaus. I think being an ATL on the first
Walk after mine could have been as impactful to me as my original
Walk.
I attend Foundry United Methodist Church and am very involved with the Emmaus
community at Foundry. I thoroughly enjoy how much Foundry supports the Emmaus
community.
On Sunday of my Walk, answering the questions “What has the Walk meant to me? And
what am I going to do about it?” My answer to the second question was “I have no idea.”
And I did not realize that answer meant that I might be to be on the Board of Emmaus,
but I am more than willing to do whatever I can for the Walk to Emmaus.
I am Kevin McMachen. My wife (Dawn) and I attended the Walk to
Emmaus in 2006. After attending my Walk (#36) I became passionate
about the weekend. My wife and I have sponsored numerous pilgrims
on their walk. I have worked many walks as well as participating in
Kairos Torch (incarcerated youth), and Chrysalis. I love music and
have served many Walks and Fourth Day activities in the music
capacity. My wife and I have been married since 2003 and have three
children. Lauren (23), Savanna (17), and Evan (14). To me, Emmaus
is more than just a spiritual retreat. It is a weekend that reaches into the hearts of God’s
people and causes them to truly see the love God has for them. Every time I serve this
community, I am renewed by the love God has for me. My goal in serving this community
has always been to help others experience that love I found for God on my weekend and
learn to have that relationship I have with God daily. Before my walk, God was someone
I prayed to. After my walk, He has become someone I confide in.
My name is Matt Pearce and I attended Houston North Emmaus Walk
#90 at Kaiserhof in September 2016 and sat at the table of Paul. I am
married to an amazing daughter of Christ, Drewann Pearce, who
attended Walk 93, and we have two sons, Ryland (9) and Jackson (7).
In the two years that I have been a part of the 4th Day community, I
have served as an Assistant Table Leader on Walks 96 and 94. I have
been active in an Emmaus reunion group for 2 years which has lead
me to other small groups through my home church, Kingwood United
Methodist Church. Drewann and I have both been transformed individually and in our
marriage through our Emmaus experiences as well our participation in the HNEC 4th Day
and have made it a point to attend as many of the community events as we are able.
When not involved in church functions, I enjoy spending time at our boys athletic
activities, fishing, reading, watching Aggie sports, visiting family, and spending time in the
Texas Hill Country. Thank you for this opportunity to give back to a community that has
blessed our family so much.
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Hey HNEC community, my name is Leonard (Scotty) Scott. I am
running for one of the open positions on the Houston North Emmaus
Community Board this fall. My wife Diane and I attended our Walks
in 1996 in Boerne, TX. The Walk was a life changing experience for
us as well as I'm sure it was for many of you. We are members of
Faith United Methodist Church in Spring where Diane is the Executive
Ministry Assistant. I am the golf course superintendent at Grand Lake
Golf Club in the Montgomery/Magnolia area. I was in the golf course
construction business for some time which required our moving
about every year to year and a half. During that time we were active in a number of
different Emmaus communities as we moved from place to place. It was such a blessing
to be a part of so many different communities and being able to be part of their
similarities and differences. We began serving in the Kairos Prison Ministry (the same
format as the Emmaus Walk) right from the start in 1996 and did so for about 20 years.
In the last 12 years though, I felt the call to focus more time on the Houston North
Emmaus Community. I have served on a number of Walks and have been blessed to serve
in a variety of positions in the conference room and servant teams. I can't express how
fantastic it is to be a part of this community and the fellowship of my brothers and sister
in Christ.
I am sure all of you know that in order for HNEC to continue to grow and be a vibrant
Emmaus community, it has to have dedicated servants willing to step out of the boat to
further Christ's work here. I would only hope, as you pray about who should be elected
to these open position on the Board, that I might be one of those servants.
My name is Doug Spitz and I attended HNEC Walk #12 in 2003 at
Kickapoo. How things have changed in the last 15 years! The Walk
to Emmaus experience is without a doubt, one of the Top 3 Greatest
Things to have ever happened in my life. I am confident that the
entire experience, the agape love, the humble service of others, the
presence of God’s grace and the showering of prayers, changed my
life and indeed, profoundly changes so many others lives. I have
served on many Walks, in all capacities and served as Lay Director
on Walk #94 in the Spring of 2018. This experience we all share
through Emmaus, is a wonderful tool to encourage continued growth in Christ, leadership
within their local church and for many, a call to service. Service is why I feel compelled to
help on the Board of HNEC. I want to commit the next 3 years to the continued growth
of our community and the inspiration and equipping of future 4th day for Christian action
in their churches, communities and homes.
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Reminder of an Emmaus Party and Board Election This Saturday!
Come Celebrate the 100th-101st HNEC Walks at the HNEC Walk 100 and 101 Followup and
Gathering
Date -

Saturday, October 13, 2018

Time -

4:00 pm – Men’s Walk 100 and Women’s Walk 101 Followup
5:15 pm - Sponsorship Orientation
6:00 pm – Community Gathering—Pot Luck Feast and Communion

Where –

The Woodlands United Methodist Church

2200 Lake Woodlands Drive
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
Wesley Fellowship Hall in the Main Building

Last name A through L Last name M through Z -

bring salad, side dish, or dessert. Celebration cake bake contest will be held, so
cut back a little on desserts.
bring main dish or casserole.

Beverages will be provided.
Come to the Walk followups, take advantage of sponsorship training, and stay for a major Celebration dinner
and communion. Invite any prospective pilgrims who might want a glimpse of the Emmaus Community. Board
Elections for new Board members will be held at the Gathering or online at HNEC.Org until November 1, 2018.
It will be more joyous with your presence -

De Colores!
2019 WALK DATES
Men’s Walk #102
Women’s Walk #103
Women’s Walk #104
Men’s Walk #105
Women’s Walk #106

March 21-24
March 28-31
July 25-28
September 19-22
September 26-29
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JOIN THE TEAM OF SPONSORSHIP TRAINERS
Pilgrim Sponsorship is the #1, most important job in Emmaus! We are
looking for individuals to join our team of trained presenters who can deliver
Sponsor Training at their local church. The HNEC Train-the-Trainer Program
will provide the resources and guidance you need to train future Sponsors
effectively on the importance and impact of their role on the pilgrim
experience.
By becoming a Sponsorship Trainer at your church, you can help attract new
interest in Emmaus and bring more into a closer relationship with Christ!
For more info, contact Salana
email: salana.yarger@att.net

Yarger

at

713-907-1053,

or

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
All HNEC Emmaus Walks are held at the
beautiful Kaiserhof Retreat Center.
http://www.kaiserhofretreatcenter.com

Houston North Emmaus Board Meetings
Board meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month at The
Woodlands United Methodist Church from 7:00-9:00 pm. Fourth Day
members are welcome to attend as guests. If you have concerns that you
would like to address with the HNEC Board, you may contact Thom Hudson,
Community Lay Director at thomhudson@sbcglobal.net at least 48 hours
prior to the meeting, and you will be added to the meeting agenda.
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Hey 4th day, the Agape team needs YOU!!
Every small handmade piece of AGAPE is so appreciated. Thank you for all
you do for our community! At this time, we are in need of Dove lanyards,
Purple Book Covers and Caterpillars (for the women).
Please contact Susan Bilberry for more information.
713-725-3508 (text or call)
susan.bilberry23@gmail.comThank you & DeColores!

Please label your bags, sacks, containers, etc. with the following:
• # of pieces,
• preferred time to distribute,
• intended recipients.
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Pilgrim Applications
Please make sure you are using the 2017+ forms for pilgrim applications.
Application forms should always be submitted in a timely manner and keeping the
following in mind:
 The maximum number of Pilgrims per walk is 36.
 Walk registrations can be accepted up until the beginning Walk date provided
openings are still available.
 Applications are considered received in the order of their postmark or email
date.
 For questions about pilgrim applications, status, etc., contact registrar at:
registrar@hnec.org
 For financial assistance on Walk fees, please indicate this need on the
Sponsor’s form.
Go to the “Applications and Documents” link on the web at www.hnec.org.

Community Related Sites
Houston West Emmaus Community
Houston Bay Area Emmaus Community
Cradle of Texas Emmaus Community
Cradle of Texas Chrysalis Community
Kairos Prison Ministry
Texas Epiphany Ministry

10

Team Selection
Dear Fourth Day,
Team Selection again thanks you so much for your willingness to serve. If you would
like to serve on a team, please let us know if you have not already done so. You may
register your desire to serve on a team by going to the HNEC website, and selecting
“Team Service” under Fourth Day Community on the Left side. Read through if you
have any questions and then look for the “Team Service Interest” link which will take
you to the page to actually notify Team Selection of your interest.
Names that are submitted through the website or any Fourth Day activity are brought to
each Team Selection meeting to be considered for appropriate positions.
Please help us honor your offering of service if you presented your name this year but
did not get a call to work a walk. Please re-submit your name and give us a note that
you submitted your name but did not receive a call. We will try and give you priority
for next year.
Please also help us to spread the word among our clergy! Remind them how the walk
to Emmaus has deepened your faith and prompted you to serve in your local church.
Encourage them to talk to the congregation about the Walk to Emmaus opportunity
and, if appropriate, ask if they would be willing to serve as a clergy for a day or for the
weekend.
Remember, Christ is counting on each of us!

DeColores,

Robin Collier & Greg Benge
serve@hnec.org

Note from Communications If you have not received any emails from HNEC yet this year
(and haven't opted out of our email system) please let us
know at communications@hnec.org so we can check on the
problem. If you're not sure, we can send you a test email to
check and see if our system can reach your email address.
You can find lots of information about handling your HNEC
email at www.hnec.org/email, including changing your
email options and changing your contact11
information in the
HNEC data base.

Is Your 4th Day Reunion Group
Listing Up-to-Date?
HNEC strives to maintain a comprehensive listing of Reunion Groups on our
web site (Reunion Groups is the first item listed in the Stay Connected
section of the menu). This information includes the day, time, and place
when/where the group meets as well as contact information.
We need your help to keep this information current!
If you are a member of an active 4th day group, please
check our Reunion Groups page for the accuracy of the
information about your group. If your group isn’t listed,
please forward the information about your group as
seen on the page for other groups to communications@hnec.org and your
group will be immediately added to the page.
Looking for a way to participate on a Walk Weekend without serving on a team or even as a
day servant? Consider volunteering for 1 of the 6 options which fall under the "Community
Servanthood” area! These are the "behind the scenes" activities that add another special
layer to the pilgrims' Walk experience . . . Remember yours?!

Snack Supper
Requirement: 6-8 people
Arrival time: 5:00 pm
Task: Provide light supper for team and arriving pilgrims and sponsors
Agape Dinner
Requirement: 6-12 people
Arrival time: 3:30 for decorations; 4:30 for food preparation, serving, and cleanup
Task: Provide special Agape Dinner for pilgrims and team. Fourth Day persons from multiple
churches can join together. If you want to serve, let us know and we will put you together
with others.
Candlelight Luminary Team
Requirement: 6-8 people
Arrival time: 7:00 pm
12
Task: Set up luminaries for pilgrim arrival and take down after Candlelight is finished.

Community Servanthood Continued
Candlelight Parking Attendants
Requirement: 4-6 people
Arrival time: 7:15 pm
Task: Direct traffic to designated parking areas.
Candlelight Service Team
Requirement: 6-8 people
Arrival time: 6:30 pm
Tasks: Set up the Fourth Day service area in the Dining Hall; serve as ushers; hand out
candles and then collect them; assist in taking down chairs in the Dining Hall after the
Fourth Day service.
Moving Cleanup
Requirement: 4-5 people
Arrival time: 1:30 pm
Task: Move furniture from cabins to the conference room; move kitchen supplies from
the dining hall to the property room; move agape supplies from the inn to property room;
and to assist the servant team in the cleanup of Kaiserhof.
Rose Providers
Requirement: Individual or small group Task: Bring 4 dozen (48) roses to Kaiserhof to be
handed out to pilgrims, table leaders, and assistant table leaders in their rooms prior to
breakfast on Sunday morning.

To volunteer for any area of service or if you have any questions, contact HNEC Board
members:
Leslie Townsend – 281.381.549 / letown01@hotmail.com
or
Orpha Haag -713.202.6738 / orpha@entouch.net
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Attendees, left-to-right:
Row 1: Shirley Smith, Daina Alston, Barbara Hall, Kathy Reedy, Beth Palmer, Debbie Dean,
Rhonda Fronk, Karen Forbes, Theresa Reed
Row 2: Debbie Drost, Heather Ramirez, Laura Olsen, Betty Jones, Barbara Reifer-Riddick, Sandra
Rodriquez, Janel O’Shea, Lee Randolph, Pat Eckdahl, Judy Hampshire, Jerri Harmon, Heidi Jarvis,
Leslie Townsend
Row 3: Loretta Talley, Lanelle Johnston, Dana Loughry, Pam Beucler, Sandy Ramsey, Sue
Kachnovitz, Janet Murphy, Shelly Royer, Linda Katlen, Sue Roesler, Kay Griffin, Harriet AdedoyinTuyo
Row 4: Zoeieann Townsend, Lydia Adams, Karen Kiker, Jan Packard, Janet Herbert, Carrie
Arnold, Stacy Sellers, Martha Johnson, Anita Ray, Kelli Shotts, Erin Mayeux, Kori McEwen, Sara
Holloway, Kate Agee, Avis Maslovitz, Christine Jacob, Cynthia Hayden, Morgan Smith
Row 5: Joan Bazunu, Cynthia Dreesen, Kris Duke, Linda Duff, Misty Melancon, Nathalea Barton,
Susan Barcus, Jill Oliver, Connie Dyess, Cindy Van Rensberg, Robin Smith, Tracy Tidwell
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Attendees, left-to-right:
Row 1: Oliver Riddick, Jonathan Turquette, Scotty Scott, Sheridan Sanders, Steven Johnson, Billy
Ward, Scott Basso, Andy Adams, Cal Culvert, Eric Ebbers, John Follis
Row 2: Paul Silva, Joe Holecek, Frank Varro, Bob Truman, Eugene Hoffman, Larry Thieme, Walter
Balderach, Todd Sullivan, Pete Collier, Bill Maloney, Belton Byrd, Chris Blume, Morris Davidson,
Row 3: Larry Dean, Chad Runeberg, Mark Hillman, Eddie Harmon, Garry Oakley, Matt Robison,
Brian Vice, Roger Counce, Dennis Perez, Tommy Barnes, Greg Eason, Gene Satern, Joe Chechel,
Art Burchard, Tom Evans
Row 4: Rob Karl, Tommie Whitaker, Kenny Shortsleeve, Danie Viljoen, Andrew Zukunft, Larry
Andrew, Jason Williams, Bob Hayes, Clyde Domengeaux, Jeff Mastin, Allen Rosenbaum, Paul
Kenworthy, Lloyd Burdine, Dan Conway, John Cunningham, Chris Tiner, Justin Whitehead, Phil
O'Neal
Row 5: Larry Burgess, John Hall, Bill Craigmyle, Terry Gage, Tom Wanamaker, Dick Manning, Bruce Jarvis,
Kent Dougall, Mark Urban, Clay Whitaker, Melvin Griffin, Travis Dougherty, Greg Benge, Eric Castillo
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Attendees, left-to-right:
Row 1: Carlene Jackson, Robin Castro, Lynda Jackson, Jodi Lee, Laura McMeans, Theresa GausSchmidt, Doris Disler, Sandra Jackson
Row 2: Susan Bilberry, D Comstock, Lora Kay Gianardi, Rev. Sheila Gillette, Alicen Swift, Sally
Henderson, Vicky Dimmitt, Charleen Allen, Jackie Forbes, Karen Jones, Susan Christian, Diane
Scott, Phyllis Palmer
Row 3: Jennifer Fisher, Stephanie Waters, Charlotte O’Neal, Dani Gorsalitz, Amanda Davis,
LaShonda O’Neal, Melanie Rosenbaum, Grace Ono, Carla Burchard, Kelly Harris, Mary Newman,
Michelle Hanes, Debbie Hills, Jennifer Schindewolf
Row 4: Julia Wolverton, Ann Rodriguez, Charity Hughes, Kathy Ward, Randie Morton, Tori
Conant, Neva O’Conner, Cindy Haley, Anna Flake, Dawna Wratney, Victoria Ward, Roxann
Boggs, Michelle Ramirez, Valerie Walker, Deborah Hubbs, Willietta H. Ogbevoen, Anna Hoffman
Row 5: Sherri Williamson, Diana Malin, Nancy Pipes, Patti Cooper, Nancy Olson, Rev. Ann
Ralston, Nancy Bruce, Linda Falk, Melissa Warner, Kristi Griffin, Shelby Brock, Norma Lewis,
Catalina Gonzalez
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DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN FIND AND FILL OUT
All of the forms below on the website?
HNEC Pilgrim Application
HNEC Sponsor Form
HNEC – Sponsor Checklist
HNEC - Sponsor Request for Pilgrim Letters
HNEC - Information Sheet for Sponsors
HNEC Team Service Interest Form
HNEC Day Servant Application
And… we now offer the capability to pay for walk fees for Team Members,
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